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L 6 The Hermit of the Farest,
| caping with great difficulty. See
ibc re px‘esenmuon of this dey‘orable

,Scene. .mullilll“\“ﬁiw
|
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Coming out of his place of con-
“cealment the next day, he had the
melancholy prospect of his premises

vedaced to ashes, and nothing left
| thim but a cow, two sheep, and a few
arming utc*ysxls, which had escaped
e hands of the plunderers: but
“what afiected him most was the loss
his two children, who were carried
e knew not whither, Happily for
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The Hermit of the Forest. 7 |
him, however, his wife did not live
tosee this sad disaster, she having
died two years before. ]

These misfortunes had so powerful
an effect on his mind, that he deter-
mined to take his leave of the busy
world, and spend the remainder of
his days in a cell, far from the com-
merce of mankind. He therefore
drove his only remaining cow and
two sheep into the thickest part of
the forest of Englewood, taking with
him his farming utensils.

Having pitched on the spot most
suitable to his wishes, he began cut-
ting down some trees, in order to
make a properopening for the admis-
sinn uflhe air, and to '\ﬁ'r xd paqf\:r

se li a hut, and \Vdf %

to meet with a spring, wb
ed him plemy of swect and whole-
Sce lxc.v hard he is
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enter his hutiin : 1
Iull him to sleep with her
notes ; the lark would wal
the morning, and the rabins wounld
come and feed out of his hand ; t
cuckoo would remind him of the
proach of spring, and the thrush and
s 3

lack-bird exerted themselves to

creature.
to the do
two

saw
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€ Ofthese two pretty babes, one ap-
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peared to be about three, and the A
other four years of age. Honestus &

+ no sooner fixed his eyes on them,
than he was struck motionless with
surprise, and the children on seeing
him, ceased to cry, and stood up.

As soon as Honestus was a little
recovered from his surprise, he
snatched up the children in his
arms, tenderly kissed them, and as
soon as he had eased his heart with
| tears, « My God, (cried he) great

i
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The Hermit of the Forest. 11
and impenetrable are thy ways, and
itis the duty of us mortals to sub-
mit! What can these two sweet
babes have done, tobe thus exposed
to famine and death in this wild and
dreary wood? Can wicked men,
more savage than the fierce and
brutish inhabitants of the African
deserts, have brought these children
here to perish ? My dear babes, how
shall I provide for you? Here is ne
tender mother to hug you to her bo-
som ; no food that you have been |
used to? what must be the feeli
of your parents {”—This brought
his mind the fate of his own children,
and a flood of tears interrupted his
saying any more at present.

‘While this scene was passing, the
two infants threw theit arms around
the neck of Honestus, put their
cheeks to his, and played with his
beard, « My dear childven, (said he
to them) you must be hungry ! 1
then set them down on a s
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Termit of the Forest. 13
cence! These
stings of con-
ience to (‘mmb their repose, no
sins to repent ofy no U\imt after van-
ity, put‘e, or ambition !’

When they awoke, he endeavored
to learn from them what accident
had brought them to this hut; but
they could give bim no other ac-
count, than that their uncle had
brought them into the wood, and ri-
g from morning to night with
them gave them a ce of ginger-
b"ewh and then left them, saying he
would comea ent-
ly ; that they sat themselves down
by the side of a brook, and there ate
what they had, and drank of the
stream ; that they wandered allnight
in the wood, and in the morning ar
riving at his- hut, Jaid themselves
down at his door, where he found
them. Though Honestus with great
propriety 'su_pccud that there was
soine treachery in this case, yet a

I




i 14  The Hermit of the Forest.

ten years’ absence from the com-

A merce of the world had so effectu-
ally weaned him of "every wish to
converse with mankind, that he
could not prevail on himself to leave

his hut, to penetrate the wood, and
accompany the children to any in-
habited village. L
However, he acted the partofa
parent by them : he gave them the

best food he could procure, he in-
structed them in reading, and taught
them, in particular, topray to God &

| inorning and evening, and to return
him thanks even for the scanty
meals they received. He washed
them every morning and evening at
his spring ; he taught them to call
every thing by its proper name,
whether beast, bird or vegetable ; and
in that very early period of their lives
made them acquainted with such
important truths, as the children of
the great and powerful seldom attain
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The Hermit of the Forest, 15

to. See how he teaches them to
read.

“”Ullluu ""ﬂumll\\\“
;

““\\\mnm . im”” !l

Honestus would frequently tell
them stories to amuse them, and
among the rest, one day related the
following.

« There was a shepherd, (said he)
who had two sweet lambs, and it was
the principal object of his care and
attention to secure them from the
ravenous paws of the wolf, who took
every opportunity to endeavor to
seize them ; but the care and atten-
tion of the shepherd prevenied the

i




18  The Hermit of the Forest.

such good children to their parents ;

but this was not to be done without
hazarding the possession of his pre- o
sent retreat.

As he was one morning turning
these things in his mind, he was sur-
prised with the sound of the horn,
the cry of dogs, and the shouts of
buntsmen. In short, it wasa com-
pany of spertsmaen, whom a fox had
led a prodigious chase through the
forest. Here they are.

The sound regularly approached
them; and as honestus and the




The Hermit of the Forest. 19

two children were standifig at the
door of the cottage, the little ones
holding their good friend by the
hand, a fox almost spent and worn
out, rushed between them, and took
shelter in the hut. This was an
hospitable habitation, where the dis-
tressed were sure of finding relief
and protection. Honestus had scarce-
ly time to shut the door, when the
hounds appeared in view, followed
only by a few horsemen, as the great-
er part of the company had long
given up the chase.

The dogs, following the scent,
made directly up to the door of the
cottage, which was now shut against
them. Honestus was at a loss to
conceive how horsemen could reach
that place ; and they on their side,
were no less surprised at finding a
cultivated spot and a habitation
where they imagined no human be-
ing would exist : but the sight of




20  The Hermit of the Forést.

two such young children greatly
perplexed their imaginations.

Both parties continued looking at
each other for some minutes, with-
out attempting to ask a question ;
but in the midst of this pxo,otmd
silence, all of a sudden, the two ¢
dren cried out together, as it were
with ene voice, ¢ My dear papa !
my papa ! my papa!” Ina moment

one of the gentlemen lcdpcd from
his 1 horse, a and catc hing the two chil-
dren in his arms, bedewed their
ecks with his tears, but was inca-
le of uttering a word.

Though Honestus was by no
means pleased with having his re-
treat discovered, yet he could not
but be happy on ﬁndin;\; the sweet
children in the arms of their parent,
tor such he doubted not but hewas.
He desired them to sit down.on ‘the
body of a tree, which he had iellwls
and placed near the ent
coltage.




(for such was the
e father of the two chil-
i vered from
SO unex-

ed Honestus to inform
ans his dear chil-
came under his protection ?
stus told him all he knew of
ness, which could be nothing
more than what had been already
related. Mr. Sinipson took him by
>d it tenderly between
his, and returned him a thousand
but this shall not be all,
¢) for I will make you hap-

in the next page) how they
i ther

CONVELS




22  The Hermit of the Forest.
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“ It is now a twelvemonth and
four days (continued Mr. Simpson)
since I missed my dear babes, All
my inquiries after them were inef-
fectual. On the third day after, I
was informed that my brother lay
at the point of death, and wished to
speak with me immediately. AsI
tenderly loved him, I flew to him
with all imaginable speed, whken
he almost turned me into stone with
the following confession.

¢ You here see an unworthy bro-
ther, whom Heaven will soon justly




The Hermit of the Forest. 23

punish with an untimely death. But,
ah ! what will be my punishment
hereafter ? Forgetful of the ties of
blood, I resolved on enjoying your
estate at your death, which I could
not while your children were living.
1 carried them clandestinely into the
forest of Englewood, where they
now undoubtedly lie dead.  On quit-
ting the wood my horse stumbled,
threw me and gave me a mortal
bruise. I cannot hope for your for-
giveness ; and what shall I say for
myself, when I shall meet your chil-
dren before our Maker which must
be the case ina few moments !

« Here his voice failed him he
gave a dreadfill sigh, and expired.
Judqe what must be the state of my
mind at that moment! Iflew from
the monster, and hastened to Car-
lisle, where a company of cavalry
were in quarters. The command-
ing officer ordered his men immedi-
ately to mount, and penetrate every




Hermat of the Forest.
partof the forest; but they rety
ed unsuccessful, and I I gave
vp to despair.

¢ I formed huntm" parties, with
no o‘nex \xe\\' n thz‘tI might per-

my

Iy si h; of thcxr mmains; but how

gre“t is the bounty of heaven to me
/s 1n restoring them alive to
my arms.~—Come, my dear frienc
all e the pmwc*e of pre-
them to their disconsolate
>

Honestus insisted on not going
with them: he begged m‘.‘mally
thai y woeu ile"ve him there to
bemosan the loss of his da ohters,
and die in obscurity. However, all
his intr S were to no purpose,
they forced him on horseback and
carried him first toa n
village, where they shaved him,
dres ul lum in new apparel

Honestus was forced to s
days at Mr. Simpso

s, but he re-
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fused almost every kind of suste-
ce, and his friend fearing he
would starve himself to death, he
permitted him to take his leave, and
set out for his hut.

()u his return th: 1t.xhz, he deter-

d to pay a visit to his former
ion, shed a tear over its ruins
| for a moment indulge himself
on that spot the loss of
ut the ruins

were no where to be found; the
ground was covered with a ne
iidi re in the high-
1, and crowded

1-yard, and

hment, when
rushed out of




They had no sooner hold of Ho- |
nestus, than one of them cried out,
« Yes, yes, it is my dear father ! |
He looked at them with bewildered
eycs, and then fainted in their arms.
It was 2 long time after he came
to himself, before he could utter a
word. At last he stammered out,
¢ Yes it is my children, whom heav-
en has been graciously pleased to
preserve to close my eyes in death.”
He continued some days in almost
a senseless state ; but by the care
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and attention of his daughters, he at
last recovered, and consented to
spend the remainder of his days
with them. His daughters told him,
that some of their friends had fol-
fowed the plunderers, rescued them
and pait of their property, and that
the neighboring gentlemen had re-
built their house, and stocked their
fands.
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THE ROSE.

i

THE rose is a pre
blem of Virtue; it flourishes
inevery soil, r' ch and poor ;
giving additional grace to the
fert}lity of the one, ndh.‘ re

ty of thP omfw
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50 The Rose.

as Virtue is humble without
meanness, and noble without
ostentation. Though the smell
of this flower is not esteemed
s0 exquisitely poignant as that
of many others; yet,. while
they soon pall, we return to
the fragrance of the rose every

. time with i increasing delight;

and that fragrance ch'xrms us
long after the frail tints of
b&mtv are gone. So the rep-
utation of Virtue exceeds that
of the most refined accomplish-
ments, and exists long after
death, for the benefit of sur-
viving generations.
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A variety of BOOKS, caleulated for
the instruction and amusement of
children, for sale bty HOSMER &
GOODWIN, Litehficldmamong
which are,

I.T HE Mountain Lute, or the Happy
Discovery.

2. The Death and Burial of Cock Robin.

3. The entertaining History of Giles
Gingerbread ;, a little boy who lived
upon learning.

4. The Hermit of the Forest, and the
‘Wandering Infants ; a rural fragment.

5. Short Poems, upon.a variety of
subjects, for children.

6. The life and death of Tom Thumb.

7. The Mountain Piper, or the His-
tory of Edgar and Matilda.

8. The Little Wanderers, or the sur-
prising history and miraculous adven-
tures of two pretty orphans.

9 The History of King Pippin.

p» £10. Hymns in prose for children.
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11. The Children in the Wood.

12. The Cries of London, as they are
daily exhibited in that city : represented
by characteristic engravings.







